
Building a Meaningful and Successful 
Content-Based Chinese Program with 

the SIOP Model 

Presented by

Ying Li ��, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Defense Language Institute



* For	the	Chinese	Language	Learners(CLLs)		in	K-12	Chinese	classes:	

What	are	the	individual	and	sociocultural	factors	
that	may	influence	the	educational	success	of	these	
students?	

Question



* Home	language	and/or	dialects	
* Language	proficiency	(listening,	speaking,	reading,	writing)
* Socioeconomic	status
* Educational	backgrounds
* Expectations	and	motivations	of	learning	Chinese
* Age	
* Personal	experiences
* Parents’	education	levels	and	influences		
* All	these	factors	have an	effect on	the	type	of	programs	and	
instructional	experiences	the	students	should	receive	in	order	
to	succeed	in	the	Chinese	classes.

CLLs Diversify	



To	teach	CLLs…

• fundamental	shifts	need	to	
occur	in	teacher	development,	
program	design,	curricula	and	
materials,	and	instructional	and	
assessment	practices.	



* Sheltered	Instruction	is	an	approach	
for	teaching	content	to	English	
learners	(ELs)	in	strategic	ways	that	
make	the	subject	matter	concepts	
comprehensible	while	promoting	the	
students’	English	language	
development.	

What	is	Sheltered	Instruction (SI)?
�����

Chinese

Chinese



The	SIOP	Model
The	SI	lesson	planning	and	delivery	system
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The SIOP is characterized by its careful attention to the 
Language learners’ distinctive language development needs.
* It emphasizes…

1. that language is learned through meaningful use and 
interaction

2. that content and language objectives should be woven 
systematically into a lesson of any area

3. that content taught should be connected to language 
learners� experiences and prior knowledge

4. that visual aids, modeling, vocabulary instruction, 
modified instruction, cooperative learning and primary 
language support are important in helping language 
learners� comprehend lesson content

5. that a high level of student engagement with the teacher, 
with other students and with texts should be promoted

The SIOP Model
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SIOP:	30 features in	8 components
When designing a lesson plan for a meaningful class



SIOP:	30 features in	8 components

1. Lesson	preparation	�����
����	

2. Building	background	�#������

3. Comprehensive	input	������!	

4. Strategies	��"��	

5. Interaction	������

6. Practice/application	���
���

7. Lesson	delivery	� 
�

8. Review/assessment	���$



Lesson	Preparation	������

SIOP

Feature 1 & 2
Content Objective Language Objective

1. HOW
2. Emphasize Grammar 

& Vocabulary

3. Develop academic 
language skills

1. WHAT
2. Emphasize grade-

level content 
standards

3. Develop academic 
knowledge

1. Lesson-level 
Objectives

2. Student-friendly 
Language

3. Objectives 
Shared with 
students both 
Orally & in 
Writing



Building	background	��������

SIOP

Feature 9

Key Vocabulary 
Emphasized



Building	background	��������

SIOP

Feature 9

Key Vocabulary 
Emphasized



Building	background	��������

SIOP

Feature 9

Key Vocabulary 
Emphasized



Building	background	��������

SIOP

Feature 9

Key Vocabulary 
Emphasized

Cloze Sentences



Strategies	Guidance		������

Scaffolding Techniques

T’s provide substantial support in the beginning 
à T decreases assistance and offers multiple practices 

• Verbal scaffolding
• Procedural scaffolding 



What can we do? 

ØCompare the following questions:
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A nod or one-word response is not sufficient. An 
analysis is required before students can answer 
the question.  

HOTs



Interaction	������

SIOP
Feature 16 Frequent Opportunities for 

Interaction and Discussion
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Lesson	Delivery	����

SIOP
Feature 

23-26

1. Content	Objectives	clearly	
supported	orally	and	visibly

2. Language	Objectives	clearly	
supported	explicitly	and	visibly

3. Students	engaged	approximately	
90%	to	100%	of	the	period

4. Pacing	of	the	lesson	appropriate	
to	students’	ability	levels



*What are some SIOP features that you 
may have used in your Chinese class? 

*What are some SIOP features that you 
would have included in your lesson plan? 

Question



*With the template, let’s create a 
SIOP model lesson plan for your 
next class! 

Activity: Building a SIOP Lesson Plan 



* Center for Applied Linguistics
http://www.cal.org/siop/about/

Reference

http://www.cal.org/siop/about/


All People Can Learn!

Thank You!
Xie Xie!
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Email: Ying.Li@dliflc.edu


