Selecting Authentic Material
and
Designing Tasks for Comprehension

Zha, Xinhua

CLTAC Conference
March 5, 2011



Purpose

Instruction and Assessment
I ]

- How much did students learn?

- How well did they learn it?

- How well did we teach I1t?



What iIs authentic material?

- Native speaker created

- For native speakers
- Communicative purpose

 Not specifically produced for language teaching
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(Wilkins, 1976; Morrow, 1977
Porter & Roberts, 1981; Nunan, 1989)



Common Problems with Test Items

* “One - SlIze - fits - all” Stem
- What is the main idea of the passage?

- 5 Ws.

» Stem too vague

- What are they talking about?



Common Problems with Test Items

» Key Guessable/Stands Out

- Background Knowledge

- Distracter Implausible (not based on possible
misunderstanding)

- Key directly translated from the text
« Not focus on the core

» Level Mismatching



Challenges In
selecting material and designing tasks

Text Task

* \WWhat types of authentic * \Where are the
material are ? points?




Begin with the End in Mind

"To begin with the end In mind means to start with
a clear understanding of your destination. It means to
know where you are going so that you better understand
where you are now so that the steps you take are always
In the right direction."

(Covey, 1989)

Learn from Backwards Curriculum Design Model

It requires that teachers determine acceptable levels
of assessment as they begin to plan.



Task Types Based on ILR Descriptors

L evel 1

Main idea

General purpose of information

Intended Audience

Detalls



Designing Stems for Level 1

Global Comprehension

* What Is the topic of the passage?
« What iIs being advertised?

« What iIs being announced?
« What are people being instructed to do?

Comprehension of Detalils

« What is one activity mentioned in this passage?
« What Is one feature of the product?



Task Types Based on ILR descriptors

| evel 2

Main idea

 Sequence of events

Major details/Minor detalls

Cause and effect



Designing Stems for Level 2

Global Comprehension

« What incident/event is reported?

* What decision was made by X?
» What caused the incident to happen?

Comprehension of Detalils

What fact is reported about . . . ?
« \What was one effect of the incident?
W
W

nat was the outcome?

nat happened immediately before/after. . .°



Task Types Based on ILR descriptors

| evel 3

* Author’s concerns, justifications, conclusions
 Underlying principle

e Author’s attitude

Inference & implications

Vocabulary in context



Designing Stems for Level 3

Global Comprehension

» What opinion does the author express about X?
* What underlying principle guides the author’s
argument ?

 \What conclusion does the author make?
Comprehension of Detalils

» What is the author implying with the reference to ..

In the third paragraph?
» What prediction does the author make?



| evel 2 + Text Characteristics

More advanced factual material with supporting details
Organization of info may be less predictable

Concrete topic may take an unexpected turn

More complex structures; broader (concrete) vocab

Beginnings of ‘author presence’ in the text

The ‘plus’ represents more than a ‘half-level’



Designing Stems for Level 2 +

Global Comprehension

» What problem did the X encounter?
 According to the author, what is significant about

the ...?

 According to the author, what common viewpoint
exists about...?

Comprehension of Detalls

» What realization did the author come to?
« What suggestion does the author make?



Things needed to be taken into
consideration

« Do the materials cover a variety of FLO topics?
« Will the material become dated?

« What type of question (task) will match the level
of the passage?

Is the question made clear, concise to elicit
content that is at level?

e Does It give away vocabulary from the passage?

Have | avoided testing excessive memory skill
(in listening)?
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