Professor B. Kumaravadivelu, San Jose State University 

Language teaching: Myths, methods, macrostrategies 

Abstract:       In this talk, I describe how the concept of method in language teaching is governed more by myth than by reality.  I will specifically address five taken-for-granted myths that have shaped the concept of language teaching methods resulting in its limited and limiting nature and scope. Widespread dissatisfaction with the concept of method has led to a postmethod condition that seeks an alternative to method rather than an alternative method.  One of the alternatives to method-based pedagogy that has been developed recently is what I have called postmethod pedagogy.

 I will explain how any postmethod pedagogy must be based on the governing principles of particularity, practicality and possibility.  That is, it must (a) take into account local educational, cultural, social and political particularities, (b) enable teachers to theorize from their practice and practice what they theorize, and (c) assist learners and teachers in realizing their full potential for identity formation and social transformation.

Consistent with the three principles, I have proposed a macrostrategic framework with ten macrostrategies that are derived from theoretical, experimental and experiential knowledge-base.  Using such a framework, teachers will eventually be able to develop the knowledge, skill, attitude and autonomy necessary to devise a systematic, coherent, and relevant personal theory of practice. A personal theory of practice that is grounded on the governing principles of postmethod pedagogy has the potential to transform the content and character of language teaching and to help teachers serve better those they are supposed to serve.

Postmethod pedagogy, thus, offers a viable alternative to traditional methods of teaching languages, including the teaching of Chinese as a foreign language.

About Professor B. Kumaravadivelu:

B. Kumaravadivelu was educated at the Universities of Madras in India, Lancaster in Britain, and Michigan in the USA.  He is currently Professor of Applied Linguistics and TESOL at San Jose State University.  His areas of research include language teaching methods, teacher education, classroom discourse analysis, postmethod pedagogy, and cultural globalization.  He is the author of 3 highly acclaimed books: Beyond Methods: Macrostrategies for Language Teaching, Understanding Language Teaching: From Method to Postmethod, and Cultural Globalization and Language Education. He has published several research articles in journals such as TESOL Quarterly, Modern Language Journal, English Language Teaching Journal, International Review of Applied Linguistics, Applied Language Learning, RELC Journal, and ITL Review.  He has also served as a member of the Editorial Board of several internationally reputed journals such as TESOL Quarterly. He has delivered invited keynote/plenary addresses in international conferences held in Australia, Brazil, Colombia, England, Finland, Hong Kong, Mexico, Singapore and the USA. His book Cultural Globalization and Language Education was awarded the Kenneth W. Mildenberger Prize (2008) for Outstanding Research Publication by Modern Language Association, New York.
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How to Become a Credentialed Language Teacher?

Abstract:             Chinese is the national language of more than 1.3 billion people in China and millions more ethnic Chinese around the world. Given China’s rapid economic growth and increasing geopolitical power, the United States is witnessing a steadily growing interest in this widely spoken first language. This interest is creating new opportunities and challenges in economic and cultural exchange for the younger generations in the United States. However, the dearth of credentialed teachers in comparison to the demand is a barrier to building efficient pipelines for Chinese language programs in the American public school system. With an increasing amount of private school teachers and college graduates who seek to teach Chinese in public schools, one crucial step to break the barrier is for credential programs to communicate the scope and nature of the program, as well as expectations and requirements, to potential Chinese-speaking teacher candidates.

This presentation will consider the procedures and experiences a potential candidate may have before, during, and after his/her credential studies in order to obtain a California Single Subject Credential in World Languages (with a concentration in Chinese). Topics such as application procedures, required course load and fieldwork, and state-mandated performance assessment (PACT) for candidates will be discussed. In addition, based on her teaching and supervising experience at the Single Subject Credential Program at San Francisco State University since 2006, Yanan Fan will share her thoughts and research findings on such crucial issues as classroom management, negotiation of culture and identity, and professional conduct. 

About Professor Yanan Fan:

YANAN FAN is currently an Assistant Professor at San Francisco State University. She studies literacy learning of immigrant adolescents and second/foreign language teacher education. She teaches credential courses and supervises teacher candidates, many of whom are Chinese teachers in the Bay Area. Her recent publications appear in the Journal of Southeast Asian American Education & Advancement, the Journal of Early Childhood Literacy, and the TESOL Essential Teacher. Among her research articles on Chinese teachers, “Negotiating languages and practices: Field experience of a pre-service high school teacher of Chinese” is to be published in the Asian and Pacific American Education Research Anthology Series, Vol. 6. Yanan Fan is a lifelong member of the Chinese Language Teachers Association of California.
